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Abstract—With the rapid advancements in machine learning
(ML) and computing power, we have witnessed extensive deploy-
ment and testing of autonomous vehicles globally. By deploying
ML models tailored for different scenarios on edge devices,
including connected and autonomous vehicles, they have become
increasingly intelligent in handling tasks such as object detection,
lane keeping, and pothole detection. However, significant safety
concerns persist, particularly concerning object detection in
corner cases. We have identified two critical scenarios that
urgently require effective handling in camera-based autonomous
driving systems: challenging exposure and blur conditions. In this
paper, we design and implement a new YOLO-EXB model based
on the YOLO structure to enhance the safety of autonomous
driving. First, we collect abnormal images for these two scenarios
to compensate for the lack of corner case data. Next, we propose a
novel backbone architecture integrating Transformer components
into the original design, enhancing its feature extraction capabil-
ities and modeling power. Finally, we evaluate our YOLO-EXB
model on testing images under those two challenging conditions.
Aiming to mitigate the impact of strong light and highly blurred
images on autonomous driving perception, the proposed YOLO-
EXB model has demonstrated improved detection capabilities
and enhanced robustness under challenging exposure and blur
conditions compared to both the baseline YOLOvVS and state-
of-the-art YOLO11 models. In the conclusion of this paper,
we discuss our limitations and highlight our contributions to
improving the safety and effectiveness of autonomous driving in
corner-case scenarios.

I. INTRODUCTION

Autonomous vehicles are growing fast with the development
of intelligent software and automotive hardware systems. Pre-
viously, car manufacturers commonly leveraged mechanical
parameters such as horsepower and torque to showcase the
performance advantages of their different vehicle models.
The benefits of this new technology include the fact that
software-defined vehicles (SDVs) have become increasingly
popular. As its definition, automotive vehicles are equipped
with multiple functions and intelligent software such as lane
keeping, pothole detection, and collision detection. Software-
defined vehicles have garnered substantial attention and in-
terest from industry or researchers from academia. Original
equipment manufacturers (OEMs) have shifted part of their
business to software-defined vehicles to embrace this new
era. Vehicle computing enables vehicles with artificial intel-
ligence by putting advanced deep learning models on the

car. Where previously computations were solely performed
on central servers, edge devices now possess computational
capabilities and accelerate the pace of autonomous vehicles
(AVs). Vehicles are not only transportation for people to
travel anymore; they are now empowered with computing
units. Lu introduced connected vehicles that will perform as
computing platforms for diverse edge-enabled services [1]].
Unlike Vehicular Networking [2], which serves as a com-
munication enabler for a wide range of transportation-related
applications, Vehicle Computing focuses on the computational
capabilities of connected vehicles (CVs). It emphasizes that
the CV platform is a promising computing resource that can
be utilized to analyze data streams from onboard sensors
and surrounding connected devices, even when the vehicle
is parked or in a charging state. To take advantage of this,
autonomous vehicles are now performing as edges, allowing
us to do some extra computing tasks.

In the real world, the useful data collected by autonomous
vehicles are very limited. When considering driver assis-
tance systems, the primary focus lies in handling everyday,
routine driving scenarios. However, when it comes to fully
autonomous vehicles, the emphasis shifts towards managing
the most challenging and uncommon situations, also known as
corner cases or edge cases, that arise at the boundaries of the
system’s operational domain. Most normal driving situations
will not cause any dangers to autonomous vehicles, but they
happen when edge cases occur.

(a) Exposure

(b) Blur

Fig. 1: Three corner case scenarios under challenging conditions are demon-
strated. They were captured with a mounted camera on autonomous vehicles
during the daytime on the I-95 turnpike, freeways, and local ways. Vehicles
with licenses and registrations were driven. (a) shows the blurred image.
(b) shows the scenario with a subtle blurred background. (c) shows the
challenging exposure situation.



The alarming statistics from national reports reveal that
44,000 people lose their lives in car accidents annually. The
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA)
reported an estimated fatality rate of 1.17 deaths per 100
million vehicle miles traveled during the first half of 2024,
with 29,135 fatalities recorded in traffic crashes during the
first nine months of the year. In the context of advancing au-
tonomous driving technologies, safety remains the paramount
concern. Public acceptance of autonomous vehicles hinges on
their ability to demonstrate consistent reliability under diverse
conditions. However, our observations indicate a notable gap
in the object perception capabilities of autonomous vehicles.
While standard scenarios are readily available for model train-
ing, countless corner cases emerge in real-world applications.
Challenging scenarios, particularly those involving adverse
weather and lighting conditions, are frequently linked to sensor
failures. Such failures can critically impair an autonomous ve-
hicle’s ability to detect objects, leading to hazardous outcomes.
Consequently, addressing these detection issues is imperative
for improving the overall safety and reliability of autonomous
driving systems.

Recent investigations conducted by the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) have highlighted the
significant role of low-visibility conditions, such as sun glare,
fog, and airborne dust, in autonomous driving accidents. These
include several collisions involving Tesla’s “Full Self-Driving”
system, one of which resulted in a pedestrian fatality in
Rimrock, Arizona, in November 2023 [3]]. These incidents
underscore the challenges posed by variable lighting condi-
tions, which can severely compromise the performance of
camera-based perception systems. Autonomous vehicles must
contend with the complexities of dynamic lighting and weather
scenarios, which remain a significant barrier to reliable hazard
detection. Addressing these limitations through enhanced per-
ception models that can operate robustly under such conditions
is a critical step toward achieving safer autonomous driving.

Our motivation is that an edge-based model could handle
object perceptual tasks for autonomous driving under challeng-
ing exposure and blur conditions. Meanwhile, an edge-assisted
object detection model will enable autonomous driving to
detect objects in real-time while operating on the road. In
this study, we introduce a novel transformer-integrated YOLO
model to enhance object perception under challenging expo-
sure and blur. At the same time, we deploy our YOLO-EXB on
real edge devices, which are specific for autonomous vehicles
such as the NVIDIA Orin AGX series, to validate feasibility
and reliability. The main contributions of this paper are as
follows:

The main innovations of our work are as follows:

o To address the lack of specific perceptual corner case
data in the public dataset for autonomous driving, we
create and collect our own dataset called /AViX Dataset
under challenging exposure and blur conditions in the real
environment without any synthetic methods. After that,
each image is labeled manually for detection purposes.

o We propose and implement a novel YOLO-EXB model to
handle object detection under challenging exposure and
blur conditions. We integrated a Transformer-based struc-
ture into the original model to enhance feature extraction.

e We conduct experiments and deploy our YOLO-EXB
model on edge devices to validate its performance. The
model’s performance is thoroughly evaluated to demon-
strate its feasibility and reliability. Meanwhile, model
profiling is conducted to assess the hardware utilization
when running on the NVIDIA Orin AGX platform.

The rest of this paper is organized as follows: Sec. II
will review related work. Sec. III will describe our proposed
YOLO-EXB model. The experimental results are shown in
Sec. IV. Finally, we will present our discussion and conclusion
in Sec. V.

II. RELATED WORK

This section will introduce the related work from four
aspects regarding simulators for autonomous driving, au-
tonomous driving datasets, image fusion methods, and object
detection techniques.

A. Real-world and Synthetic Datasets for Autonomous Driving

Numerous datasets have been developed to address the data
shortage in autonomous driving research. Geiger et al. [4]
introduced the KITTI Vision Benchmark Suite, a pioneering
dataset for tasks like stereo vision, optical flow, and 3D
object detection. Yu et al. [5]] presented BDD10OK, a diverse
driving video dataset designed for multitask learning across
various conditions. The Virtual KITTI2 dataset [6] extends
the original Virtual KITTI with synthetic data to simulate
diverse weather conditions and viewpoints for robust algorithm
evaluation. NuScenes [7] offers a multimodal dataset with
extensive sensor coverage, supporting advanced detection and
tracking research.

Other significant contributions include the FordAV
Dataset [8], focusing on seasonal and urban variations; the
Waymo Open Dataset [9], one of the largest multimodal
datasets with diverse urban and suburban scenes; and the
Zenseact Open Dataset (ZOD) [10], which emphasizes long-
range perception and multi-task learning using high-resolution
data. These datasets collectively enhance autonomous driving
research by providing diverse, high-quality benchmarks for
robust perception algorithm development.

Additionally, some datasets under adverse weather were
collected. Researchers evaluated the detection tasks on it to
get more comprehensive feedback for autonomous driving.
Kenk and Hassaballah [[11] introduced the DAWN dataset,
comprising 1,000 real-world images collected under adverse
weather conditions, such as fog, rain, snow, and sandstorms.
The dataset provides annotations for vehicle detection in
diverse traffic scenarios, offering a benchmark for autonomous
driving and visual surveillance tasks. The authors emphasize
the limitations of current detection methods, which often
rely on synthetic datasets and struggle to balance accuracy
and real-time performance in challenging weather conditions.


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ROUN1MkJ2l36KLBsEf_-BNF81xFD2uWe/view?usp=sharing

DAWN addresses these gaps by enabling robust evaluation of
detection systems in real-world adverse environments. In the
same year, the Canadian Adverse Driving Conditions (CADC)
dataset [[12]] focuses on autonomous driving in challenging
winter weather conditions. Collected using the Autonomoose
platform, it includes multi-modal data from cameras, LiDAR,
and GNSS/INS sensors under various snowfall scenarios.
CADC addresses the gaps in existing datasets by providing
annotated data specifically for adverse weather, facilitating
research in 3D object detection and tracking for autonomous
vehicles. This dataset highlights the unique challenges of
perception tasks in snow-covered environments. WEDGE,
introduced by Marathe et al. [[13]], leverages vision-language
generative models to create a synthetic dataset for autonomous
driving under extreme weather conditions. The dataset facil-
itates research in weather classification and object detection
while addressing the Sim2Real gap in perception systems.
Their work highlights the potential of synthetic data to improve
the robustness of autonomous driving models in challenging
weather scenarios.

B. Classic Object Detection Models

Classical object detection methods are generally categorized
into one-stage and two-stage approaches. One-stage detectors,
such as the SSD and YOLO families, prioritize speed and
simplicity, while two-stage detectors, such as the R-CNN
family, focus on accuracy and robust feature extraction.

The Single Shot MultiBox Detector (SSD), introduced by
Liu et al. [[14]], is an efficient one-stage method that uses a
single neural network to predict object bounding boxes and
class probabilities. It employs default boxes at multiple scales
and aspect ratios, achieving high accuracy and speed suitable
for real-time applications. DSSD [[15]] enhances SSD by adding
deconvolution layers to provide better context, particularly
for small object detection, further improving detection per-
formance.

The YOLO (You Only Look Once) series, first proposed by
Redmon et al. [16], redefines object detection as a regression
problem, enabling rapid prediction of bounding boxes and
class probabilities in a single pass. Over the years, the YOLO
family has evolved significantly, with models like YOLOv3
[17] introducing multi-scale predictions to improve detection
accuracy across various object sizes. Recent iterations, such
as YOLOv8, YOLOv9, YOLOv10, and YOLOI11 [18]-[21],
represent the latest advancements in the series, maintaining
state-of-the-art (SOTA) performance in object detection tasks.

Two-stage detectors, such as the R-CNN family, began
with the introduction of R-CNN by Girshick et al. [22],
which combined region proposals with CNN-based feature
extraction for classification and bounding box regression. Fast
R-CNN [23]] improved computational efficiency by processing
the entire image once and mapping region proposals onto
the feature map. Faster R-CNN [24] further streamlined the
process by introducing a region proposal network (RPN) for
end-to-end training. Sparse R-CNN [25]] challenges traditional
dense detection methods by using a small set of learned object

proposals, eliminating the need for non-maximum suppression
and dense anchor boxes. This approach simplifies the detection
pipeline while achieving competitive performance, paving the
way for efficient sparse object detection frameworks.

C. Transformer-based Model for Perception Tasks

Detection with Transformer (DETR) [26]] revolutionizes ob-
ject detection by treating it as a direct set prediction problem,
utilizing a transformer-based encoder-decoder architecture.
This approach eliminates the need for traditional components
like non-maximum suppression (NMS) and anchor generation,
simplifying the detection pipeline. By leveraging bipartite
matching and global image context, DETR achieves competi-
tive performance with state-of-the-art methods on COCO [27]]
while also being capable of extending to tasks like panop-
tic segmentation. This end-to-end model not only simplifies
training and deployment but also enhances detection accuracy
through its innovative use of transformers for object relations
and global context reasoning.

ViT [28]], designed for large-scale image recognition tasks,
introduced a transformer-based structure that has inspired
numerous subsequent models in computer vision. Building
on the success of ViT, MobileViT [29], developed by Apple,
adapts this architecture for mobile devices. It is a lightweight
model that integrates the local feature detection strengths of
CNNs with the global information processing capabilities of
Vision Transformers, achieving a balance between efficiency
and performance.

Swin Transformer [30] further advanced transformer-based
vision models by introducing a hierarchical structure that
employs shifted windows for self-attention. This innovative
design enables efficient multi-scale feature learning, mak-
ing Swin Transformer suitable for both image recognition
and dense prediction tasks. Swin Transformer V2 [31] im-
proved upon its predecessor with enhanced training techniques
and larger model capacities, achieving state-of-the-art results
across various benchmarks and further cementing its versatil-
ity.

Similarly, the Pyramid Vision Transformer (PVT) [32]]
addressed the challenge of applying transformers to dense
prediction tasks, such as object detection and semantic seg-
mentation. By introducing a pyramid structure, PVT processes
feature maps at multiple scales, combining the hierarchical
efficiency of CNNs with the global modeling power of trans-
formers. PVTv2 [33] refined this design by incorporating
linear complexity attention mechanisms and optimized feature
fusion techniques. These improvements reduced computational
overhead while maintaining high performance, establishing
PVTv2 as a robust and efficient backbone for a wide range of
vision tasks.

D. Transfer Learning for Autonomous Driving

Transfer learning plays a critical role in autonomous driving,
focusing on addressing domain gaps under varying conditions
through model adaptation and enhancing model generaliza-
tion across different environments. A systematic approach



leveraging simulated accident scenarios has been developed
to address the scarcity of real-world data for edge cases in
autonomous driving [34]]. By parameterizing common accident
scenarios based on NHTSA pre-crash descriptions, this method
combines simulated and real-world data through transfer learn-
ing, leading to improved model generalization and collision
avoidance. The work demonstrates the value of simulation data
in enhancing real-world driving models, particularly for rare
and critical driving scenarios. A transfer learning method for
autonomous driving [35]] leverages spatio-temporal features to
improve cross-domain generalization. This method combines
spatial information from CNNs with temporal dynamics from
LSTMs, enabling robust adaptation across domains. By incor-
porating salient data augmentation and a two-phase training
process, it demonstrates significant improvements in unseen
environments, effectively addressing domain shifts between
simulated and real-world driving scenarios.

E. Risk Mitigation under Adverse Scenairos

Autonomous safety has been a topic of discussion among
academic researchers and industry experts for several years.
Various challenges, such as heavy rain and dense fog, pose
significant obstacles to autonomous vehicles, particularly in
object detection. Researchers are actively working to address
these critical issues and advance the underlying technologies
through different aspects of techniques. Volk [36] proposed
a method to enhance CNN robustness in autonomous driving
by augmenting datasets with synthetic rain effects, including
falling rain and raindrops on the windshield. The approach
applied these effects to the KITTI dataset and demonstrated
improved model performance. Compared to traditional aug-
mentation techniques like Gaussian noise and Salt-and-Pepper
noise, this method achieves better results when validated on a
real rain dataset. Additionally, the optimized models are com-
pared with the robust RRC model, showcasing the effective-
ness of the proposed method. Sakaridis et al. [37]] addressed
the challenge of semantic foggy scene understanding (SFSU)
by generating synthetic fog on real clear-weather images using
a scalable fog simulation pipeline. They introduced the Foggy
Cityscapes dataset with synthetic fog applied to the Cityscapes
dataset and a real-world Foggy Driving dataset for evaluation.
Their study combines supervised and semi-supervised learning
approaches, demonstrating that synthetic fog data and domain
adaptation techniques significantly enhance performance in
foggy conditions. Additionally, they evaluated the impact of
image dehazing on SFSU and provided insights into hu-
man perception of foggy scenes. Li [38] proposes a domain
adaptive object detection framework for autonomous driving
under foggy weather, addressing the performance degradation
caused by domain gaps between clear and foggy conditions.
The method combines image-level and object-level adaptations
to reduce discrepancies in image style and object appear-
ance, leveraging labeled clear-weather data and unlabeled
foggy-weather data. It introduces an Adversarial Gradient
Reversal Layer (AdvGRL) to perform hard example mining
and incorporates an auxiliary domain generated through data

augmentation to enforce domain-level metric regularization.
Experimental results on Cityscapes and Foggy Cityscapes
demonstrate superior performance compared to baseline and
existing methods.

III. METHODOLOGY
A. Data Collection and Preparation

In our study, we created our own dataset called AViX
Dataset. AViX stands for Autonomous Vehicles Interference
by X, where X can represent any extreme and challenging
conditions or environments. In our current work, X specif-
ically refers to data containing Challenging Exposure and
Blur. We employed a Ford Lincoln equipped with multiple
sensors as our autonomous driving test platform. Fig. [3| shows
the configuration of our autonomous vehicle. The platform
runs on ROS2 Humble based on Ubuntu 22.04 LTS and is
equipped with various advanced sensors, including 7 Basler
ace acA1920-40gc industrial cameras, 2 Velodyne VLP16
LiDARs, 1 Hesai Pandar64 LiDAR, and 1 Novatel OEM7
GPS/GNSS receiver. The Basler ace acA1920-40gc industrial
cameras utilize Sony IMX249 CMOS sensors, featuring a
resolution of 2.3 megapixels (1920x1200) and are capable
of capturing up to 42 frames per second. The camera sensor
size is 1/1.2 inches, and it communicates with the computer
through a Gigabit Ethernet (GigE) interface. The Velodyne
VLP16 LiDAR provides reliable point cloud data through
16 channels, while the Hesai Pandar64 LiDAR features 64
channels with a detection range of up to 200 meters. The
Novatel OEM7 GPS/GNSS receiver delivers a centimeter-level
high-precision positioning service. In this research, we focus
on visual perception technology, therefore only utilizing the
camera sensors from our test platform to collect high-quality
image data. To avoid excessive data redundancy, we set the
camera acquisition frequency to 1 frame per second. The data
collection routes covered various driving scenarios, gathering
extensive raw image data under different lighting and weather
conditions to support subsequent research and development of
autonomous driving vision algorithms. For our AViX Dataset,
data collection was conducted from mid-2024 to late 2024,
primarily covering residential areas, local streets, and some
highway sections. Data was collected across different days
and at various times throughout each day. Dataset examples
are shown in Fig. [Z] In the current dataset, we have annotated
cars and trucks without further distinguishing between specific
vehicle types. For instance, sedans, SUVs, and minivans are
all labeled as cars. However, pickup trucks, vans, large trucks,
cargo vehicles, recreational vehicles, and container trucks are
categorized as trucks. Fig. ] illustrates the specific annotation
distribution in our training and testing datasets. From the
10,000 images collected, we carefully selected 800 images to
avoid scene repetition. Each of these 800 images contains ei-
ther exposure or blur conditions, with moderate to severe levels
of exposure and blur effects. Following standard guidelines, we
split the 800 images into a training set of 640 images and a test
set of 160 images, maintaining an 8:2 ratio. During the dataset
division, we maintained the same proportion of exposure
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